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Voting from Abroad Andrew Ellis 2007 A unique assessment for anyone involved in present electoral
structures, external voting processes, or debates, this handbook explains and compares worldwide
external voting provisions. The guide offers proposals for enabling external voting systems and
stopping the disenfranchisement of voters living abroad—topics which have been highlighted in
campaigns in Afghanistan, Estonia, Iraq, and Italy.
Domestic Constraints on South Korean Foreign Policy Scott A. Snyder 2018-01-01 These essays
support the argument that strong and effective presidential leadership is the most important
prerequisite for South Korea to sustain and project its influence abroad. That leadership should be
attentive to the need for public consensus and should operate within established legislative mechanisms
that ensure public accountability. The underlying structures sustaining South Korea’s foreign policy
formation are generally sound; the bigger challenge is to manage domestic politics in ways that
promote public confidence about the direction and accountability of presidential leadership in foreign
policy.
The Asean Charter ASEAN. 2008
Poverty in the Philippines Asian Development Bank 2009-12-01 Against the backdrop of the global
financial crisis and rising food, fuel, and commodity prices, addressing poverty and inequality in the
Philippines remains a challenge. The proportion of households living below the official poverty line
has declined slowly and unevenly in the past four decades, and poverty reduction has been much slower
than in neighboring countries such as the People's Republic of China, Indonesia, Thailand, and Viet
Nam. Economic growth has gone through boom and bust cycles, and recent episodes of moderate
economic expansion have had limited impact on the poor. Great inequality across income brackets,
regions, and sectors, as well as unmanaged population growth, are considered some of the key factors
constraining poverty reduction efforts. This publication analyzes the causes of poverty and
recommends ways to accelerate poverty reduction and achieve more inclusive growth. it also provides
an overview of current government responses, strategies, and achievements in the fight against poverty
and identifies and prioritizes future needs and interventions. The analysis is based on current literature
and the latest available data, including the 2006 Family Income and Expenditure Survey.
Praetorians, Profiteers or Professionals? Michael J Montesano 2020-12-23 Praetorians, Profiteers or
Professionals? contributes to the ongoing renaissance in scholarship on Southeast Asia’s armed forces
and their political, social and economic roles. This renaissance comes in an era in which the states of
the region, and the societies and economies that they govern, have grown complex beyond all

recognition. Nevertheless, understanding those states’ armies remains crucial. Emphasizing the
ideologies and economic activities of the militaries of two large Mainland Southeast Asian neighbours,
this volume transcends clichés about coups, coercion, caudillos and kings. Its findings will challenge
the thinking of even long-time observers of the region, not least through its comparative perspective
and the fresh understanding of the roles and orientations of the armed forces of Myanmar and
Thailand that that perspective suggests.
Making Democracy James Ockey 2004-08-31 Democracy in Thailand is the result of a complex
interplay of traditional and foreign attitudes. Although democratic institutions have been imported,
participation in politics is deeply rooted in Thai village society. A contrasting strand of
authoritarianism is present not only in the traditional culture of the royal court but also in the
centralized bureaucracies and powerful armed services borrowed from the West. Both attitudes have
helped to shape Thai democracy's specific character. This topical volume explores the importance of
culture and the roles played by leadership, class, and gender in the making of Thai democracy. James
Ockey describes changing patterns of leadership at all levels of society, from the cabinet to the urban
middle class to the countryside, and suggests that such changes are appropriate to democratic
government--despite the continuing manipulation of authoritarian patterns. He examines the
institutions of democratic government, especially the political parties that link voters to the parliament.
Political factions and the provincial notables that lead them are given careful attention. The failure to
fully integrate the lower classes into the democratic system, Ockey argues, has been the underlying
cause of many of the flaws of Thai democracy. Female political leadership, another imported notion,
is better represented in urban rather than rural areas. Yet gender relations in villages were more
equitable than at court, Ockey suggests, and these attitudes have persisted to this day. Successful
women politicians from a variety of backgrounds have begun to overcome stereotypes associated with
female leadership although barriers remain. With its wide-ranging analysis of Thai politics over the
last three decades, Making Democracy is an important resource for both students and specialists.
The Thaksinization of Thailand Duncan McCargo 2005 A major reform package was enacted in
Thailand in 1997, coinciding with the promulgation of a new constitution. However, the country's
financial problems helped create the conditions for the emergence of the Thai Rak Thai (Thais Love
Thai, or TRT) Party under the leadership of Thaksin Shinawatra, a wealthy telecommunications
magnate. Since winning a landslide election victory in 2001, Prime Minister Thaksin has exercised an
extraordinary degree of personal dominance over the Thai political scene. This book examines the
emergence of the TRT; Thaksin's background; his business activities, relationship with the military, use
of rhetoric, and wider political economy networks; and the future of Thai politics.
A Plastic Nation Pavin Chachavalpongpun 2005 A Plastic Nation examines the role of Thai
nationhood in domestic and international politics. This book is intended for students and professors in
the field of Thai nationhood and nationalism, as well as contemporary Thai-Burmese relations. It is
also intended for policy practitioners in the government and military.
Countries and Territories of the World
Protracted Refugee Situations Gil Loescher 2008 Over two-thirds of the world's refugees are trapped
in protracted refugee situations, struggling to survive in remote and insecure parts of the world. This
volume presents a range of analyses and cases of protracted refugee situations. It explores the sources,
nature and consequences of these situations, and the record of the international community's attempts
to find durable solutions. On this basis, the volume addresses protracted refugee situations which
incorporates security and development - as well as humanitarian - actors and attempts to reconcile the
policy difficulties which have obstructed progress for many years.--Publisher's description.
Centre-Periphery Relations in Myanmar Shona Loong 2021

Democracy And Development In Southeast Asia Clark Neher 1995-12-11 This book begins by building
a framework for understanding democracy in its broadest sense. The authors investigate the uniquely
Asian style of democracy, which borrows democratic political institutions and meshes them with the
cultural patterns specific to each country. In separate chapters, the authors trace the evolutionary
historical processes within each country as well as citizen participation, electoral practices, and civil
liberties.
Interpreting Myanmar Andrew Selth 2020-12-10 Since the abortive 1988 pro-democracy uprising,
Myanmar (formerly Burma) has attracted increased attention from a wide range of observers. Yet,
despite all the statements, publications and documentary films made about the country over the past 32
years, it is still little known and poorly understood. It remains the subject of many myths, mysteries and
misconceptions. Between 2008 and 2019, Andrew Selth clarified and explained contemporary
developments in Myanmar on the Lowy Institute’s internationally acclaimed blog, The Interpreter. This
collection of his 97 articles provides a fascinating and informative record of that critical period, and
helps to explain many issues that remain relevant today.
Dictatorship, Disorder and Decline in Myanmar Monique Skidmore 2008-12-01 Mass peaceful
protests in Myanmar/Burma in 2007 drew the world's attention to the ongoing problems faced by this
country and its oppressed people. In this publication, experts from around the world analyse the
reasons for these recent political upheavals, explain how the country's economy, education and health
sectors are in perceptible decline, and identify the underlying authoritarian pressures that characterise
Myanmar/Burma's military regime.
Back to Old Habits Renaud Egreteau 2018-07-03 This book argues that the Burmese military regime
has always favoured an isolationist-type policy that finds its grassroots in Ne Win’s autarchic and
xenophobic era as well as in Burma’s royal traditions, but without being completely cut off from the
outside world. This policy approach is well suited to the Burmese authoritarian state which boasts an
important strategic position in the region. In the past decade, the politics of “isolationism without
isolation” has been skilfully developed by Burma’s military elite in order to preserve itself from both
internal and external threats. Since the Depayin crackdown in May 2003, every step the Burmese junta
has taken indicates that it has been consciously defining both its foreign policy and its internal
political agenda according to these isolationist tendencies, as the recent fallbacks that followed the
“Saffron Revolution” (September 2007) and the Cyclone Nargis (May 2008) illustrate. Not only does
the military regime tend to strategically withdraw itself from the regional scene, by choosing only a
few but crucial diplomatic and commercial partners like China, India, Singapore, Russia or Thailand,
but it also gradually isolates itself from the rest of the Burmese society, by opting for a strategic and
nationalist entrenchment which was perfectly highlighted by the purge of the pragmatic Military
Intelligence Services (2004), the transfer of the capital to Naypyidaw (2005) and the strict control over
the transitional process initiated by its own “Road Map towards a disciplined democracy” and
undisrupted by the recent crises.
Electoral Systems and Conflict in Divided Societies National Research Council 1999-05-20 This paper
is one of a series being prepared for the National Research Council's Committee on International
Conflict Resolution. The committee was organized in late 1995 to respond to a growing need for
prevention, management, and resolution of violent conflict in the international arena, a concern about
the changing nature and context of such conflict in the post-Cold War era, and a recent expansion of
knowledge in the field. The committee's main goal is to advance the practice of conflict resolution by
using the methods and critical attitude of science to examine the effectiveness of various techniques
and concepts that have been advanced for preventing, managing, and resolving international conflicts.
The committee's research agenda has been designed to supplement the work of other groups,

particularly the Carnegie Corporation of New York's Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict,
which issued its final report in December 1997. The committee has identified a number of specific
techniques and concepts of current interest to policy practitioners and has asked leading specialists on
each one to carefully review and analyze available knowledge and to summarize what is known about
the conditions under which each is or is not effective. These papers present the results of their work.
Reinventing Thailand Pavin Chachavalpongpun 2010 From 2001 to 2006, Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra transformed Thailand's international role from one of obscurity into a kind of regional
hegemon. Thaksin's diplomatic ambitions were reflected in his myriad of grandiose foreign policy
initiatives, designed to locate Thailand at the forefront of regional politics and reinstall the Thai
sphere of influence over weaker neighbouring states. He abolished the traditional bending-with-thewind foreign policy, revamped the Thai Foreign Ministry, and empowered Thai envoys through the
CEO Ambassadors programme. But in this process, Thaksin was accused of exploiting foreign policy to
enrich his business empire. Thaksin's reinvention of Thailand as an up-and-coming regional power
was therefore tainted by conflicts of interest and the absence of ethical principles in the country's
foreign policy.
International Relations and States of Exception Shampa Biswas 2009-12-16 Critically but
sympathetically interrogating Italian philosopher Giorgio Agamben’s analysis of the logic of sovereign
power, this volume draws attention to the multiple zones of exclusion in and through which
contemporary international politics constitutes itself. Beginning from the margins and peripheries of
world politics, this book emphasises the colonial processes through which contemporary "third world"
spaces of exception have been shaped and particular bodies made susceptible to the conditions of "bare
life". The authors contend that these bodies inhabit a variety of spaces or "zones of indistinction" that
include political detainees, refugees, asylum-seekers, poor migrants, sweatshop workers, and
unassimilated indigenous populations. These are the "expendable bodies" that the territorial and
market-driven logic of current international relations simultaneously produces, polices and excludes.
Focussing on the locally and socio-historically specific ways that sovereign power works, the individual
chapters provide the volume with a wide geographical reach. Drawing on diverse approaches, this text
constitutes an important intervention in critical international relations, providing grounded theory and
sophisticated analyses of how contemporary international relations works through the production of
‘exceptions’. Bringing together a range of internationally-renowned scholars, International Relations
and States of Exception will be of vital interest to students and scholars of International Relations,
Critical Theory and Postcolonial Studies.
The US-Thai Alliance and Asian International Relations Gregory Raymond 2021-05-31 Thailand, a
long-standing defence partner of the United States and ASEAN’s second largest economy, occupies a
geostrategically important position as a land bridge between China and maritime Southeast Asia. This
book, based on extensive original research, explores the current state of US-Thai relations, paying
particular attention to how the United States is perceived by a wide range of people in the Thai defence
establishment and highlighting the importance of historical memory. The book outlines how the USThai relationship has been complicated and at times turbulent, discusses how Thailand is deeply
embedded in multi-faceted relationships with many Asian states, not just China, and examines how far
the United States is blind to the complexities of Asian international relations by focusing too much on
China. The book concludes by assessing how US-Thai relations are likely to develop going forward.
Additionally, the work contributes to alliance theory by showing how domestic politics shapes memory,
which in turn affects perceptions of other states.
Borderlines Charles Nicholl 1989 A tale of a journey to a temple in the north of Thailand to learn
about Buddhism which becomes instead a traveler's eye view of life in upcountry Thailand adn Burma.

Turmoil in Burma David I. Steinberg 2006 Few states in the contemporary world present the
complexities that characterize Burma/Myanmar at present. On the one hand, it has been under military
rule for some forty-four years at this point, with many traditional factors in operation: an high degree
of authoritarianism; the dominance of personalization over institutions; powerful centrism, but with a
progressive weakening as the distance from the center lengthens; and the importance of religion as a
source of identity. Those who govern Myanmar have given ample indication in recent times of a desire
to interact with diverse international bilateral and multilateral operations. Yet Burma/Myanmar
nationalism has contained a xenophobic quality emphasized on occasion, a proclivity that is more
conducive to isolation than to cooperation. In this context, the movement of the capitol from Rangoon
to Pyinmana in the interior, while proclaimed as a move to provide easier access to all parts of
Myanmar raises questions. Moreover, as was demonstrated recently, in the face of strong opposition,
Myanmar was prepared to give up its scheduled chairmanship of ASEAN rather than to change its
domestic political policies. Under the circumstances, it is fortunate to have a highly regarded scholar
who has spent many years undertaking in-depth studies of Burma/Myanmar as well as other parts of
East Asia, with a history of friendships and research in the region, provide us with an up-to-date
analysis. David Steinberg presents a broad picture of the complex scene, commencing with a
presentation of key theoretical and historical considerations, and proceeding to an analysis of various
specifics relating to the current Burma/Myanmar society and state. His analysis is comprehensive and
balanced, taking into account the many complexities and uncertainties of this troubled state. We are
indeed fortunate to have this work available. from the Foreword by Robert A. Scalapino
Development First, Democracy Later? Anna Lekvall 2014-03-06 This book explores how politics and
democracy play out in reality in Africa as the major aid-receiving continent. It points to the seriously
challenged political situations found in aid-recipient countries. Moreover, it looks at the Paris Agenda
aid modalities from a democracy perspective. It illustrates the on-and-off relationship with democracy
concerns in the aid system. In addition, the book points to the challenges of aid, which are too often
based on a wrongful assumption that development comes first and democracy only (hopefully) later.
The book brings into question the fundamental construction of the aid system and the values that drive
it. While making a push for seeing the value of democracy on its own merits, as well as its advantages
for development, the book poses some serious questions about the way the aid system is built and argues
for substantive changes in the aid landscape. Issues raised are relevant for many discussions -- from
China as a development model, to the entire aid system -- and not least for the debate on the post-2015
Millennium Development Goals. This is an outspoken, insiders account. It aspires to be broadly
accessible and engaging and to provoke debate on an issue which is still, remarkably, swept under the
carpet. The critique is substantiated with facts and research, but also illustrated with situations taken
from real life in Africa and international aid discussions.
Japan's Foreign Relations in Asia James D.J. Brown 2018-01-02 Japan's Foreign Relations in Asia
has been specifically designed to introduce students to Japan’s foreign relations in Asia since 1990, a
period in which there have been dramatic developments in Japan, including the reinterpretation of the
Constitution and expanded US–Japan defence cooperation. The geopolitical dynamics and implications
of these new developments are profound and underscore the need for a new textbook on this subject.
Covering not only the key regional players of China and the Koreas, this textbook also encompasses
chapters on Japan’s relations with India, Myanmar, Indonesia, Vietnam, the Philippines and Thailand,
along with its multilateral engagement and initiatives. Combined with transnational chapters on
critical issues, key themes covered by this book include: An historical overview of key post-war
developments. Japan’s evolving security policy. Analysis of the region’s escalating maritime disputes.
An evaluation of Japanese soft power in Asia. Written by leading experts in accessible, jargon-free

style, this new textbook will appeal to undergraduate and postgraduate students of Japanese politics,
international relations and foreign policy and Asian affairs in general.
Politics in Southeast Asia Clark D. Neher 1981
Bush and Asia Mark Beeson 2006-09-27 Bringing together a number of recognized international
experts, this book considers the impact of changes in American foreign policy on the East Asian
region, as well as the evolving nature of American policy itself. Specific case studies consider
America's relations with the most important countries of the region, including China, a potential
strategic rival, Japan, still the second largest economy in the world, and Indonesia, the world's largest
Muslim country. These case studies and others are complemented with more theoretical and thematic
considerations of the nature of American hegemony, its historical links to the region, security policy,
economic ties, and American attitudes toward emerging East Asian regionalism. Bush and Asia
provides a comprehensive introduction to, and analysis of, the Bush administration's relations with
what will be the twenty-first century's most dynamic and strategically significant region.
Electoral System Design Andrew Reynolds 2005 Publisher Description
Does ASEAN Matter? Marty Natalegawa 2018-07-16 Written by the highly regarded diplomat Marty
Natalegawa, former ambassador and foreign minister of Indonesia, this book offers a unique insiderperspective on the present and future relevance of ASEAN. It is about ASEAN’s quest for security and
prosperity in a region marked by complex dynamics of power. Namely, the interplay of relations and
interests among countries — large and small — which provide the settings within which ASEAN must
deliver on its much-cited leadership and centrality in the region. The book seeks to answer the
following questions: How can ASEAN build upon its past contributions to the peace, security and
prosperity of Southeast Asia, to the wider East Asia, the Asia-Pacific and the Indo-Pacific regions?
More fundamentally and a sine qua non, how can ASEAN continue to ensure that peace, security and
prosperity prevail in Southeast Asia? And, equally central, how can ASEAN become more relevant to
the peoples of ASEAN, such that its contributions can be genuinely felt in making better the lives of its
citizens?
ASEAN Centrality and the ASEAN-US Economic Relationship Peter A. Petri 2014-02-21 The
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is strategically significant because of its size,
dynamism, and role in the Asian economic and security architectures. This paper examines how
ASEAN seeks to strengthen these assets through "centrality" in intraregional and external policy
decisions. It recommends a two-speed approach toward centrality in order to maximize regional
incomes and benefit all member economies: first, selective engagement by ASEAN members in
productive external partnerships and, second, vigorous policies to share gains across the region. This
strategy has solid underpinnings in the Kemp-Wan theorem on trade agreements. It would warrant, for
example, a Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement with incomplete ASEAN membership,
complemented with policies to extend gains across the region. The United States could support this
framework by pursuing deep relations with some ASEAN members, while broadly assisting the region's
development.
Electoral Management Design Helena Catt 2015-01-01 Electoral management bodies (EMBs) need to
become more professional if they are to retain the trust of voters. This handbook was developed for
electoral administrators and those involved in reforming EMBs. It provides comparative experience of
and best practices on EMB structures and funding models, as well as means for evaluating
performance. A range of case studies illustrate examples from specific contexts in Afghanistan,
Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Costa Rica, Haiti, India, Kenya, Republic of Korea,
Liberia, Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Senegal, Republic of Seychelles, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tunisia,
Ukraine, United Kingdom and United States. This new and revised edition includes updated country-

level data and case studies and significantly expanded sections on the role of gender, professional
development and technology in elections.
India--Myanmar Relations Rajiv Bhatia 2015-08-11 This book provides a comprehensive evaluation
of India's multi-faceted relations with Myanmar. It unravels the mysteries of the complex polity of
Myanmar as it undergoes transition through democracy after long military rule. Based on meticulous
research and understanding, the volume traces the trajectory of India–Myanmar associations from
ancient times to the present day, and offers a fascinating story in the backdrop of the region’s
geopolitics. An in-depth analysis of ‘India–Myanmar–China Triangle’ brings out the strategic stakes
involved. It will be of great interest to researchers and scholars of international relations, peace and
conflict studies, defence and strategic studies, politics, South and Southeast Asian studies, as well as
policy-makers and political think tanks.
Mon Nationalism and Civil War in Burma Ashley South 2003 A major contribution to the literature
of Burmese history and politics, this book traces the rich and tragic history of the Mon people of
Burma and Thailand, from the pre-colonial era to the present day. This vivid account of ethnic politics
and civil war situates the story of Mon nationalism within the 'big picture' of developments in Burma,
Thailand and the region. Primarily an empirical study, it also addresses issues of identity and
anticipates Burmese politics in the new millennium. A particular feature of the book is its first-hand
descriptions of insurgency and displacement, drawn from the author's experiences as an aid worker in
the war zone.
Energy, Governance and Security in Thailand and Myanmar (Burma) Adam Simpson 2016-04-29
Across the world states are seeking out new and secure supplies of energy but this search is manifesting
itself most visibly in Asia where rapid industrialisation in states such as China and India is fomenting
a frantic scramble for energy resources. Due to entrenched societal inequities and widespread
authoritarian governance, however, the pursuit of national energy security through transnational
energy projects has resulted in devastating impacts on the human and environmental security of local
populations. These effects are particularly evident in both Thailand and Myanmar (Burma), which,
located at the crossroads of Asia, are increasingly engaged in the cross-border energy trade. Based on
extensive fieldwork and theoretical analysis this ground-breaking book proposes a new critical
approach to energy and environmental security and explores the important role that both local and
transnational environmental movements are playing, in the absence of effective and democratic
governments, in providing ’activist environmental governance’ for energy projects throughout the
region. By comparing the nature of this activism under two very different political regimes it delivers
crucial theoretical insights with both academic and policy implications for the sustainable and
equitable development of the South’s natural resources.
Journeys from Exclusion to Inclusion International Idea 2014-03-01 This report identifies critical
factors preventing marginalised womens inclusion in customary and democratic decision-making
structures. It details specific strategies marginalised women and their supporters have adopted, ranging
from direct action strategies in Somaliland to 'soft' advocacy strategies in Cambodia, in overcoming
barriers to their participation. The reports ten case studies gather together knowledge and practical
experience from around the world and show how women can have an impact on political processes
through their participation in politics.
The Constitution of Myanmar Melissa Crouch 2019-09-05 This timely and accessible book is the first
to provide a thorough analysis of the 2008 Constitution of Myanmar (Burma) in its historical, political
and social context. The book identifies and articulates the principles of the Constitution through an indepth analysis of legal and political processes and practises, particularly since the 1990s. The core
argument of this book is that the 2008 Constitution is crucial to the establishment and maintenance of

the military-state. The military-state promotes the leadership role of the military in governance based
on a set of ideological commitments and a centralised form of organisation based on the concept of
the Union. The book develops this argument by demonstrating how the process of constitution-making
and the substance of the 2008 Constitution contribute to its lack of credibility and fuel demands for
reform. The vision offered by the 2008 Constitution and its associated institutions has been the subject
of fierce contestation, not least, for example, due to concerns over the militarisation of the state. This
book is animated by debates over fundamental ideas such as the nature of democracy, the possibility of
peace and federalism, the relationship between the executive and the legislature, relations between the
Union government and sub-national governments, debates over judicial independence and the oversized
role of the Tatmadaw (armed forces). Central to the future of the Constitution and the military-state is
the role of the Tatmadaw, which will be a key determinant in any potential shift from the present
highly centralised, partly-democratic Union to a federal or decentralised democratic system of
governance.
The Military in Burma/Myanmar David I Steinberg 2021-05-12 The Myanmar military has
dominated that complex country for most of the period since independence in 1948. The fourth coup
of 1 February 2021 was the latest by the military to control those aspects of society it deemed essential
to its own interests, and its perception of state interests. The military’s institutional power was variously
maintained by rule by decree, through political parties it founded and controlled, and through
constitutional provisions it wrote that could not be amended without its approval. This fourth coup
seems a product of personal demands for power between Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and Aung
San Suu Kyi, and the especially humiliating defeat of the military-backed party at the hands of the
National League for Democracy in the November 2020 elections. The violent and bloody suppression of
widespread demonstrations continues, compromise seems unlikely, and the previous diarchic
governance will not return. Myanmar’s political and economic future is endangered and suppression
will only result in future outbreaks of political frustration.
A Practical Guide to Constitution Building Winluck Wahiu 2011 "A Practical Guide to Constitution
Building provides an essential foundation for understanding constitutions and constitution building.
Full of world examples of ground-breaking agreements and innovative provisions adopted during
processes of constitutional change, the Guide offers a wide range of examples of how constitutions
develop and how their development can establish and entrench democratic values. Beyond comparative
examples, the Guide contains in-depth analysis of key components of constitutions and the forces of
change that shape them. The Guide analyzes the adoption of the substantive elements of a new
constitution by looking at forces for the aggregation or dissemination of governmental power, and
forces for greater legalization or politicization of governmental power, and examining how these
forces influence the content of the constitution. It urges practitioners to look carefully at the forces at
play within their individual contexts in order to better understand constitutional dynamics and play a
role in shaping a constitution that will put into place a functioning democratic government and foster
lasting peace."-Rebel Politics David Brenner 2019-10-15 Rebel Politics analyzes the changing dynamics of the civil
war in Myanmar, one of the most entrenched armed conflicts in the world. Since 2011, a national
peace process has gone hand-in-hand with escalating ethnic conflict. The Karen National Union
(KNU), previously known for its uncompromising stance against the central government of Myanmar,
became a leader in the peace process after it signed a ceasefire in 2012. Meanwhile, the Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO) returned to the trenches in 2011 after its own seventeen-year-long
ceasefire broke down. To understand these puzzling changes, Brenner conducted ethnographic
fieldwork among the KNU and KIO, analyzing the relations between rebel leaders, their rank-and-file,

and local communities in the context of wider political and geopolitical transformations. Drawing on
Political Sociology, Rebel Politics explains how revolutionary elites capture and lose legitimacy within
their own movements and how these internal contestations drive the strategies of rebellion in
unforeseen ways. Brenner presents a novel perspective that contributes to our understanding of
contemporary politics in Southeast Asia, and to the study of conflict, peace and security, by
highlighting the hidden social dynamics and everyday practices of political violence, ethnic conflict,
rebel governance and borderland politics.
Fear and Sanctuary Hazel J. Lang 2002 An examination of the plight of the refugees of Burma's
protracted civil war, many of whom have fled across the border into Thailand. This study looks at the
changing nature of the refugee situation and the responses of the parties involved, including the
United Nations, the refugees themselves, and governments in both Bangkok and Rangoon. In the
process, Fear and Sanctuary addresses pertinent international questions regarding civil war, ethnic
resistance against an oppressive state, displacement, and refugee protection.
Militant Buddhism Peter Lehr 2018-12-30 Against the backdrop of the ongoing Rohingya crisis, this
book takes a close and detailed look at the rise of militant Buddhism in Sri Lanka, Burma and
Thailand, and especially at the issues of ‘why’ and ‘how’ around it. We are well aware of Christian
fundamentalism, militant Judaism and Islamist Salafism-Jihadism. Extremist and violent Buddhism
however features only rarely in book-length studies on religion and political violence. Somehow, the
very idea of Buddhist monks as the archetypical ‘world renouncers’ exhorting frenzied mobs to commit
acts of violence against perceived ‘enemies of the religion’ seems to be outright ludicrous. Recent events
in Myanmar/Burma, but also in Thailand and Sri Lanka, however indicate that a militant strand of
Theravada Buddhism is on the rise. How can this rise be explained, and what role do monks play in
that regard? These are the two broad questions that this book explores.
Ethnic Politics in Burma Ashley South 2008-06-30 This book examines the ideas which have
structured half a century of civil war in Burma, and the roles which political elites and foreign
networks - from colonial missionaries to aid worker activists - have played in mediating
understandings of ethnic conflict in the country. The book includes a brief overview of precolonial
and colonial Burma, and the emergence ethnic identity as a politically salient characteristic. It
describes the struggle for independence and the parliamentary era (1948-62), and the quarter century
of military-socialist rule that followed (1962-88). The book analyses the causes, dynamics and impacts
of on-going armed conflict in Burma, since the 1988 'democracy uprising' through to the 2007
'saffron revolution' (when monks and ordinary people took to the streets in protest against the military
regime). There is a special focus on the plight of displaced people, and the ways in which local and
international agencies have responded. The book also examines one of the most significant, but least
well-understood, political developments in Burma over the last twenty years: the series of ceasefires
agreed since 1989 between the military government and most armed ethnic groups. The positive and
negative impacts of the ceasefires are analysed, including a study of civil society among ethnic
nationality communities. This analysis leads to a discussion of the nature of social and political
change in Burma, and a re-examination of some commonly held assumptions regarding the country,
including issues of ethnicity and federalism. The book concludes with a brief Epilogue, taking account
of Cyclone Nargis, which struck Burma on 2 and 3 May 2008, resulting in a massive humanitarian
crisis.
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